BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

In the Matter of a Refund to Northwest
Natural Gas Company Taxes Pending Further )
Appeal Pursuant to ORS 311.806 ) Order No. 1-2010

WHEREAS, by General Judgment dated and entered August 5, 2008, in the
Oregon Tax Court Regular Division (Case No. 4751), the Oregon Tax Court ordered a
reduction in the value of property owned by Northwest Natural Gas Company in
Columbia County property for tax years 2002-2006; and

WHEREAS, the General Judgement ordered the State of Oregon, Department of
Revenue to instruct the appropriate county authorities to correct the assessment rolls to
reflect the property value reductions, and to direct any county authority to take any and
all actions necessary to effect refunds consistent with the correction; and

WHEREAS, the State of Oregon, Department of Revenue has appealed the
General Judgment to the Oregon Supreme Court (Case No. S056384); and

WHEREAS, ORS 311.806 authorizes the County tax collector to refund taxes
paid on a property value, a claim for exemption or a claim for cancellation of a property
tax exemption if : A) the Oregon Tax Court issues a decision that could result in a
refund if the decision is upheld on appeal; B) the final resolution is pending further
appeal; and C) the County governing body orders a refund of taxes paid; and

WHEREAS, the Columbia County Assessor has prepared an estimate of taxes
that would be due to be refunded to Northwest Natural Gas Company if the Oregon
Supreme Court upholds the decision, a copy of which is attached hereto as Attachment
1, and is incorporated herein by this reference;
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ordered as follows:

The Columbia County Tax Collector shall refund property taxes to Northwest
Natural Gas Company in the amount of $1,950,612.

Dated this 27" day of January, 2010.

Approved as to form

By: <l k-\'f.-(—'ff__ U ARy

Office of County Counsel
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BOARDOF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY, OREGON

Anthony Hyde, Chair = -
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By, Vedla [ /) J\ bl 28R

““Rita Bérhhar/'dfCommissioner
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